
 
 

THEOLOGY 
Learning Outcome #2: Analyze and interpret theological texts critically, comprehensively 

and convincingly, and/or apply central theological and ethical concepts to specific 
situations 

 
 

Assessment 
Measures / 
Methods 

Target Levels / 
Benchmarks Results Action Taken 

Assessment 1: 
Direct Assessment: 
Structured research 
paper (Writing 
Skills, Research 
Skills, Theological 
Skills) 
 
 
 
SPRING 2019 
 
THEO 460 (ME) 
 

70% of theology 
majors in their final 2 
years of the major 
should reach 
milestone 3 on the 
corresponding 
learning outcomes 
rubric. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Target met: 
All majors performed 
at milestone 3 or 
higher.  (2/2 majors 
in their final 2 years 
performed at 
milestone 3 or 
higher). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Average student writing skill, research 
skill, and theological skill was above 3.0 
on the corresponding rubrics.  Future 
courses for majors should continue to 
scaffold the writing process with 
feedback, but should also spend more 
time on lower scoring areas, like using 
“different kinds of research 
information” and “evaluating 
information and its sources critically.” 



Assessment 2: 
Indirect Assessment: 
Course Grades 
 
 
SPRING 2019 
 
THEO 460 

70% of theology 
majors in upper level 
seminars should earn 
a B or higher. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Target met: 
In all courses, majors 
in their final 2 years 
earned a B or higher. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Students are serious and some show 
clear potential for graduate school, if 
interested.  Faculty should continue to 
assist in planning and preparing for 
future goals like graduate study and 
careers. 

 
 

Discussion Section 

Interpretation of data 

 We had only 4 majors this year, (James McDonough, Nathan Morgan, Isaac Cirinna, and 
Jade Rombach).  We focused our assessment on the final course they took in the spring.  
With the small classes we are able to work closely with each student in class and on 
writing projects, as each one has very different strengths and weakness.   

Rationale for planned actions and Reflections on “closing the loop” 

 THEO 460 on Paul deeply engaged the students in close reading and study of the biblical 
text, its context and the some of the complex history of how it has been interpreted.  
Scaffolding the research paper assignment with feedback is effective.  The two areas of 
slight weakness (using different types of information and evaluating sources) are 
identified as places for extra attention next semester. 

Reflections/observations about learning and pedagogy from faculty in the department 

 Although we were not able to schedule a course for majors in the fall due to the 
overwhelming demand from the core classes, luckily our majors were still early in their 
progress, allowing us this option.  We were able to run a majors class in the Spring, with 
a total of six majors and minors enrolled in that class (4 majors and 2 minors). 

 
 


