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Neither Party: The Role of Youth in the Future of Politics
Aaron Kaufer, Member of the Pennsylvania House of Representatives 

Session III: 9:15-10:30 a.m., Snyder Room Session I: 9:15-10:30 a.m., Snyder Room 

Wednesday, April 20, 2016 Wednesday, April 20, 2016

State Representative Aaron Kaufer represents the 120th Legislative 
District, which includes Courtdale, Edwardsville, Exeter, Forty Fort, 
Kingston, Luzerne, Pringle, Swoyersville, West Pittston, West Wyoming 
and Wyoming boroughs, as well as Exeter, Jackson and Kingston 
townships in Luzerne County. 

A Wyoming Valley native, Kaufer believes in a smaller and a more 
effective state government, which provides more power to the people of 
Pennsylvania. His top priorities include expanding job creation and 
economic development, and making Pennsylvania more job friendly for 
the businesses and corporations that create them. He also plans to focus 
on eliminating the school property tax burden placed on 
Pennsylvania’s homeowners. For the 2015-16 legislative session, Kaufer 
will serve as a member of the House Finance, Health, Aging and Older Adult Services, and Gam-
ing Oversight committees. Before being elected to the state House, Kaufer managed his family’s 
businesses, and worked as a marketing representative for Mohegan Sun Casino in Wilkes-Barre. 
He also serves as a guest lecturer, focused on public policy and many related subjects. 

From an early age, Kaufer has been working to serve others, and has been recognized for his 
community and civic work throughout the country. He has dedicated time to tutoring young 
students, refereeing basketball games, and volunteering at the Jewish Community Center. He also 
devoted time serving at the Spring Garden Children’s Center, a program that works with under 
privileged, inner-city kids. For his work, he was named one of the region’s “Best and Brightest in 
Civics” by the Times Leader. Kaufer is a graduate of Wyoming Valley West High School and holds 
two degrees in Government and Law and International Affairs from Lafayette College. Kaufer is 
the son of Neil and Larinda Kaufer. He resides in Kingston, and is a member of Temple Israel.

Closing the Loop: Waste is Really a Design Flaw
Rita Lacey, Founder and Owner, Close the Loop Company

We only have one planet with finite resources, in nature there is no waste.
 
Every organism provides an environmental service during and after its 
life ~ we can do the same to create a society in which there is also no 
waste.

How can you make something disposable that’s indestructible? 

Rita Lacey is Founder and President of Close the Loop Company, 
Pennsylvania’s 1st Benefit Corporation.  In 2015, she has was awarded 

the Rose Schoch Award for environmental education.

She was also awarded the Dept. of Interior’s “Take Pride in America” award for outstanding business 
at the White House in 2011.  She has shipped over 7 million pounds of rubber mulch and hundreds of 
thousands of pounds of plastic posts and glass mulch, all made from recycled materials. 
  



Session VI: 9:00-10:30 a.m., Snyder Room 

Thursday, April 21, 2016

Session VIII: 12:45-2:00 p.m., Snyder Room 

Thursday, April 21, 2016

Corporate Governance versus Shared Governance Governance and Leadership: Making Regional Cooperation Work 
for South Asia

Rev. Daniel Issing C.S.C., professor of Theology and Chair 
Faculty Council, King’s College Pankaj Chakraborty, Fulbright Scholar in Residence at 

King’s College, PA, USA, & Academic Coordinator and 
Chair of the Department of Political Science at Holy Cross 
College, Agartala, Tripura, India

Glenn Tyranski - Board Member & Member of the 
Development and Audit Committees, King’s College

A native of College Park, Maryland, is Associate Professor of 
Theology at King’s College in Wilkes-Barre PA. He holds a 
doctorate in theological ethics from the Graduate Theological 
Union in Berkeley, California. He also holds a licentiate in sacred 
theology from the Jesuit School of Theology in Berkeley. Fr. Issing 
is a scholar of Catholic social teaching, examining its role and 
meaning for Catholic colleges and universities. He is a popular 
teacher at King’s for courses in moral theology, social justice, and 
service-learning. Fr. Issing regularly presides at Sunday Eucharist 
at St. Nicholas Parish in Wilkes-Barre and has offered extensive 
retreats and days of recollection throughout the United States. 

Currently, his retreat work is focused on the future of parish life and the meaning of forgiveness in view 
of the Year of Mercy..

Executive Director in Ernst & Young’s Financial Accounting 
and Advisory Services (FAAS). He has a focus on a number of 
industries, including media entertainment and industrial 
products companies. He joined Ernst & Young in 2014 and is 
based in the New York office. Prior to his current FAAS role, 
Glenn served as the Senior Vice President, Financial 
Compliance for the New York Stock Exchange (NYSE) 
Regulation. Prior to his tenure at the NYSE, he worked for 13 
years as a senior manager in KPMG’s audit practice. 

Glenn is a graduate of King’s College (BS Accounting and BS 
Computers and Information Systems, summa cum laude) and a certified public accountant in New York. 
He is a member of the New York State Society of Public Accountants, the American Institute of Certified 
Public Accountants, Financial Executives International and the National Association of Corporate 
Directors.

South Asia has always remained a region of great prominence. 
This region is growing rapidly and is benefiting from 
integration at the global level. On the other hand, the political 
and strategic environment of the region has created ground for 
international vigilance and foreign interference. The conflict 
between nations has made South Asia one of the least 
integrated regions of the world. In other words, the 
environment of the region is based upon the dilemmas of 
conflict and cooperation. Both, internal politics of the South 
Asian nations, issues of governance and inter-state relation 
have contributed to this dichotomy. In the light of the above 

situation, an attempt has been made to analyze the challenges of governance in South Asia. The paper 
also focuses on the role of political leaders of the region in conflict management and in establishing 
regional cooperation in South Asia. 

Pankaj Chakraborty, Fulbright Scholar in Residence at King’s College, PA, USA, & Academic 
Coordinator and Chair of the Department of Political Science at Holy Cross College, Agartala, 
Tripura, India Pankaj, recently defended his doctoral thesis, “Decentralization, PanchayatSamiti and 
Development Planning: A Case Study of Tripura” at Tripura University. In addition to his teaching 
and mentoring efforts, Chakraborty has a long and distinguished record of scholarship. He has edited 
four books and published several articles in various journals and edited collections



Session X: 4:30-5:45 p.m., Snyder Room 

Thursday, April 21, 2016

Keynote Panel: 7:00 p.m., Burke Auditorium

Thursday, April 21, 2016

Alumni Panel – Risk, Governance and Management Governing at the Intersection of Money and Meaning 
Media, Healthcare and Higher Education

Bank Technology Industry 

Gretchen Kwashnik, Senior Category Manager Technology 
Supplier Management, Capital One 

Local Governance – The City of Wilkes-Barre 

Thomas Leighton - Mayor of Wilkes-Barre (2004-2016)

Consulting and Financial Sector 

Glenn Tyranski - Executive Director, Ernst & Young LLP 

Gretchen Kwashnik is a Technology Supplier Management Category Lead 
at Capital One in Wilmington, DE. Her responsibilities include technology 
acquisition, contract negotiations, and supplier risk 
management. Gretchen began her career at ING DIRECT in the 
Procurement department, drafting and negotiating Tech and 
Marketing contracts. In 2008, she transitioned to the Technology 
department, where she has since concentrated on technology 

acquisition, the software development life cycle, and the facilitation of Technology projects. Gretch-
en has a Bachelor of Science in International Business from King’s 
College and a Juris Doctorate from Widener University Law School.

Tom Leighton began his tenure as the Mayor of the City of 
Wilkes-Barre on January 5, 2004 and completed his third term, 12 
years, on January 4, 2016.  Prior to becoming Mayor, he served three 
four-year terms as a City Councilman, as Chairman and as Vice-Chair-
man.The combination of his municipal and business experience has 
provided him with the knowledge and familiarity to meet the financial 
and operational challenges he faced as Mayor.

Tom is has a Bachelor of Science degree from King’s College in Business Administration. He is the 
president and owner of C.A. Leighton Company, Inc., a real estate, insurance, and appraisal business 
located in Downtown Wilkes-Barre. 

Dr. Urmi Ashar MD, MBA is a recognized thought leader and 
uses insights derived from the study of medicine, science, education 
and business as well as from the experience of bridging two cultures - 
American and Indian - to build simple, nonconventional solutions to 
complex challenges. She has sucessfully started and sold two businesses 
in Mumbai, India while leading a clinical practice in Anesthesiology 
and is the founder of National Association of Corporate Directors 
Three Rivers Chapter. She is actively engaged at the grassroots level 
with communities in Pittsburgh and Mumbai, India. She currently 
serves on the board of Excela Health, The Abundant Health 
Community and various technology startups. The experience and 
challenges of raising a profoundly gifted son and dealing with his 
educational needs led her to become a passionate advocate for the 
gifted and talented.

Rev. Jack Ryan C.S.C. Ph.D., former dean of the William G. 
McGowan School of Business at King’s College, is the ninth Holy 
Cross priest to serve as president. Fr. Ryan’s tenure as president started 
July 1, 2011. Fr. Ryan has been a member of theKing’s business faculty 
since 1994 and dean since 2004. Under his leadership, the school has 
achieved international accreditation from the Association to Advance 
Collegiate Schools of Business, a designation only granted to 5 
percent of business schools in the world.

Peter Rudegeair, is a banking and finance reporter in the New York bu-
reau of the Wall Street Journal. Before that Peter was with Reuters covering 
Wall Street and U.S. banks, particularly Bank of America and Wells Fargo. 
He has been an editorial research assistant, researching Chrystia Freeland‘s 
economics columns for the International Herald Tribune and her New York 
Times best-selling book “Plutocrats.” He also did online editing for 
Reuters.com and contributed to the Counterparties and Unstructured 
Finance blogs. He has also been a research associate for the Council on 
Foreign Relations and a reporter for Need to Know News covering 
economic indicators. Rudegeair is a University of Pennsylvania graduate.
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